
    

Most lawns require fertilization 
to be applied annually in the late 
summer or early fall. In most 
cases, fertilizers applied in the 
spring are not necessary. 

Leaving grass clippings on the 
lawn can generate up to 25% of 
the lawn’s yearly fertilizer needs. 
Leaves contain 50% to 80% of 
the nutrients a plant extracts 
from the soil and air during the 
season.  

Blowing yard waste into the 
street could result in a citation 
and a fine.  

 

Improve a client’s landscape 
with less work! 

 Don’t leave grass clippings or yard 
waste in the street. Sweep or blow 
them back into the yard to provide 
additional nutrients to lawns.  
 Use grass clippings and mulched 
leaves to fertilize lawns and protect 
landscape plants from extreme 
weather. Use a mulching mower.  
 Remove granular fertilizers from 
driveways, sidewalks and streets. Be 
careful not to spray liquid fertilizers 
onto sidewalks, driveways, and 
streets. 
 Avoid applying fertilizers and 
pesticides near streams, drainage 
ways, and ponds. 
 Train staff on proper fertilizer and 
chemical application. 
 Avoid fertilizer applications on 
windy days or before heavy rains. 
 Lightly water the lawn 
immediately after a fertilizer 
application. 
 Rinse lawn equipment in the yard. 

 

Lawn care companies have a 
critical role in protecting the 
quality of water in Belton.  

Improper application and overuse 
of fertilizers and chemicals can 
increase the amount of pollutants 
that enter the stormwater system. 
Rainwater washes fertilizers and 
residues from lawns, driveways, 
sidewalks, and streets into storm 
drains and local streams. 
Improperly applied fertilizers can 
harm aquatic life and cause algae 
blooms in creeks.  

 

Grass clippings left on pavement 
wash away into the stormwater 
system, causing an increase in 
organic material. The additional 
organic material depletes the 
oxygen in the water, which is 
harmful to aquatic life.  
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